THE coincidence of the date of this meeting of the Section of Laryngology with that of the anniversary of the martyrdom of the patron saint of all those suffering from diseases of the throat makes the present occasion most appropriate for a contribution on medical hagiology.
Shortly afterwards he was taken from prison. As he refused to worship the heathen deities, he was tied to a stake and his flesh was torn with nails and iron combs; for that reason wool combers claimed him as their patron. In one of the engraved portraits he is depicted holding an iron comb. He was imprisoned for a second time. He was taken before the. Governor for a third time, and as he still refused to worship the idols he was cast into a deep lake, with a large stone tied round his neck. He rose to the surface, however, and walked upon the waters as though they were solid earth, thus converting many to the true faith. That so exasperated Agricola that he ordered Blaise to be beheaded, together with two children to whom he had been teaching Christianity. Tradition states that at the moment when his head was struck off Blaise prayed that he might be allowed to help all those who were suffering from diseases of the throat, and that a Voice said his prayer would be granted. It is on account of this prayer and the miraculous 
